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In Frankfurt Ludwig visited the great patriot Freiherr vom
Stein, whose motto: 'I know only one Fatherland and that is
Germany1 had aroused the enthusiasm of the Crown Prince.
They walked up and down the garden of the Baron's house and,
filled with eagerness, Ludwig expounded to him on the happiness
of the people and the rebirth of Germany. He spoke with great
fervour and did not realize in his deafness that he was shouting.
At length his host was forced to interrupt him: Tour Royal
Highness is speaking so loudly that people outside will think
that I am holding a Jacobin meeting here/1

Stein, however, did not keep his own counsel but disclosed
Ludwig's intentions. This made the King of Bavaria very angry,
and he exclaimed: 'My son is a strange fellow. He wants to be
on good terms with me and loves me dearly, yet he intrigues with
Stein against me and the interests of my country/2

The King heard that Ludwig was dissatisfied with the agreement
reached in Paris that Salzburg should be given up. 'Do not forget/
his father wrote to him, 'that when I was negotiating with
Austria you said that it would be better to restore everything and
to retain merely my former possessions, so that there should be no
cause for misunderstanding. The agreement was based on this
principle/

'I implore you, my dear Father . . / Ludwig replied, 'to retain
at least the part in which the town lies. ... I attach particularly
great importance to Salzburg/3

King Max Joseph, however, did not wish to hear anything
more on the subject from his son: 'In politics everyone has his
own opinion; mine has served me up to the present, for I flatter
myself that I have managed to extricate myself very well from a
difficult position. I am proud of the fact that my opinions are
directly opposed to those of Freiherr vom Stein and his infamous
sect (the "League of Virtue"4) and I hope that I shall, in spite
of this damned league, come through my difficulties with honour
and glory. If one has no other object in life than the happiness
of one's kingdom and subjects, one can hold one's head high and
have a clear conscience/

1  Ernst Moritz Arndt, Meine Wanderungen.

2  From a note sent by King Max Joseph to Wrede, September, 1814. Munich
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4 The Tugendbund, a secret society in Germany, 1808-1816,